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Welcome 
I would like to welcome all of our new children and staff to St Joseph’s. After a week 
back in school, everyone has settled into their new routines and are ready for another 
successful and exciting year ahead. This year is sure to be one full of high aspirations 
and achievements and I am looking forward to the many exciting opportunities we 
have planned for this year. 
Open Classrooms 
On Monday of next week, we are holding our first open classrooms of the new school 
year. On the 16th September, parents are welcome to come into their child’s 
classroom at collection time. This is a great opportunity to see your child’s new 
learning environment, find out a little more about their topics and there is also the 
chance to have a look in books. Please can I remind parents to visit the school 
website. The class pages are regularly updated with information and photographs. 
There is lots of useful information on the website and the calendar is regularly 
updated with important dates. 
Playground Repainting 
Next Tuesday (17th September) we are having the lines repainted on the playground. 
There will be alternative arrangements for collection only. The usually drop off 
arrangements are in place for the morning of 17th September. A separate letter with 
this information has been emailed out this week and there will be staff available to 
direct you at collection time. 
Roof Repair 
As you will be aware, we have had extensive repair work carried out to a large section 
of the school roof. We are nearing completion of the works and will soon be able to 
use the walk way into school. Thank you for your cooperation during the disruption. I 
would also like to say thank you to our families for your ongoing VCS contributions. 
Without this it would be extremely difficult for us to commit to the 10% needed to 
carry out these capital works.   
Attendance  
I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents, that under the DfE rules, I am 
unable to authorise time off for pupils for holidays. Exceptional circumstance forms 
must be completed at least a week in advance of an absence if there is an exceptional 
reason why your child is unable to be in school. Thank you for your support with this.  
Mini Vinnies 
This year Mrs Tate and Mrs Armitage will be leading the work with our Mini Vinnies 
who have a busy schedule planned for the year. Their work really does make a 
difference to those who are less fortunate than we are and supports the school live 
simply mission! In the summer term our Mini Vinnies appealed for back packs in 
support of Mary’s Meals. These are almost ready to be dispatched. Mrs Tate is 
appealing once last time to our families for any towels to complete the remaining few 
bags. If you have a towel that you no longer need or use, please can you pass this to 
the school office, your child’s class teacher or directly to Mrs Tate. We can then send 
these bags to the children who are in need of these everyday necessities. Thank You! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Dates 
Please check the calendar on 
the school website for 
important dates. 
 
13.09.19 Y3 Stone Age 
Workshop 
16.09.19 Open Classrooms 
17.09.19 Repainting Playground 
Lines 
19.09.19 Mass in School – Start 
of the New School Year 
29.09.19 Family Mass 10am St 
Joseph’s Church 
02.10.19 Y3 Meanwood Valley 
Farm 
02.10.19 Y5 & Y6 Romeo and 
Juliet Workshop 
WC 07.10.19 Wellbeing Week 
07.10.19 World Smile Day 
10.10.19 World Mental Health 
Day 
11.10.19 FOSJ Disco 
WC 21.10.19 National Parents’ 
Week 
22.10.19 Y6 Marine Engineering 
Workshop 
22.10.19 Parents’ Evening 
23.10.19 Parents’ Evening 
25.10.19 Break up for October  
Half Term 
 
After Half Term Break 
04.11.19 Training Day 
05.11.19 School Opens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of the Week 

I can say one good 

thing about myself. 
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Please see below updates that have been received into school for your information. 

Parish Updates: 
Y6 Confirmation Programme. 
The Y6 Confirmation Programme begins on Sunday 22nd September. If you would like to enrol your child on 
the Confirmation Programme and have not already done so, please contact Mrs Flannery or alternatively you 
can inform the office staff who will pass this information onto Mrs Flannery.  
Children’s Liturgy – St Joseph’s Church 
The children’s liturgy has been an important aspect of family life at St. Joseph’s church for many years. It 
provides a child friendly explanation of the Sunday gospel and a simple key message for children to 
remember.  
The liturgy rota needs to be dynamic and ‘owned’ by the families using it and so should regularly be 
refreshed. A number of volunteers, including myself, who have been involved for many years now wish to 
retire from the rota. The liturgy provision will therefore finish on 17 November unless new volunteers come 
forward to continue the provision. Please contact Gillian Flannery at gillianflannery@live.co.uk if you would 
like to become part of the children’s liturgy.  Thank you.  
Sycamore 
Sycamore is an informal course about the Christian faith and its relevance for life today. It gives you space to 
meet people and share ideas and think about things that really matter. Each session starts with a simple meal 
followed by a short film and time for discussion. 
Sessions will start in St Joseph’s Church hall for 10 weeks, Thursday evenings, starting 26 September from 
6.45 - 8.15pm. There is no pressure and no commitment to attend every session and everyone is welcome. 
Please contact Liz Vickerstaff for more information on 07972 726599.  
St John Fisher Updates: 
Saturday 12th October 2019 - 11am-2pm – St John Fisher Open Day – All welcome 
Thursday 31st October 2019 – deadline date for SIF applications and LA on-line applications 
Thursday 25th June 2020 – New Y7 Parents Evening – 5.30-7pm (Parents only) 
Monday 29th June 2020 – Y6 ½ Day Transition Day (by invitation only) 
Thursday 2nd July 2020 – Y6 Transition Day 
FOSJ: 
Thank you to all of the FOSJ and all of our parents and pupils who supported the events which helped to raise 
a staggering £14,817 last year. The FOSJ will be sharing an update in the coming weeks of how this money is 
to be spent.  
There are many exciting events planned for this academic year when we hope to raise lots more money for 
the fantastic new ICT equipment in school. 
Coin Wars 
You will have recently received information about the most recent FOSJ initiative: Coin Wars. Each class have 
a plastic bottle that they are hoping to fill with the most money in the shortest amount of time. Please 
support this, and send in any spare change. It can be a lot of fun finding this with you children, around the 
house or even in the garden.  
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Give and you will 
receive. You will 
be given much. It 
will be poured 
into your hands 
– more than you 
can hold. You 
will be given so 
much that it will 
spill into your 
lap. The way you 
give to others is 
the way God will 
give to you.  
 
Luke 6:38 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Important Safety Reminder – NUT FREE ZONE 
Please can I remind all of our families that St Joseph’s is a nut free zone. We 
have both children and staff with severe allergies and it is essential that 
there are no traces of nuts in school at all. Thank you for your cooperation 
with this.  
Lunchtimes 
I have had the privilege of seeing the children during lunchtime last week and 
it is always a joy to be able to join them at this time. Please can I remind 
parent and carers about our healthy packed lunch leaflet designed by our 
school council. We appreciate your support in ensuring our children eat 
healthy foods whether they choose a hot dinner or pack up. Can I also remind 
parents that only water should be sent in with pack ups and should be sent in 
reusable bottles. Thank you for your support with this. Mrs Reddiex and our 
new school food ambassadors have lots of exciting lunchtime plans and your 
support will really help them on their journey!  
Old PE Kits 
As you will be aware, our new school PE kit comes into effect on 4th September 
2019 (although parents have flexibility until September 2020). Some children 
already have these PE kits and others may wait until they need a new kit 
further into the year. The Governors of the School Catholic Life Committee, 
would like to invite families with any old PE kits that are no longer used, to 
donate these into school. These will then be collected and arrangements will 
be made to share these between the children in Katangi and the Back Pack 
Appeal. Thank you for your support with this.  
School Bags 
Due to health and safety, we are unable to accommodate rucksacks in school. 
We ask that children use a draw string PE bag and a book bag as these can be 
stored safely in school. Thank you. 
Communication 
Should you have any questions or queries, please initially speak with your 
child’s class teacher who should be able to help you. Should this not be 
possible, please speak to Mrs Ward or Miss Milivojevic if Mrs Ward is not 
available. 
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