
 

 

 

 Themed Half Term: The Maya Civilization 

Summer Term 1 2019 

Welcome back to school. We hope you had 
a happy and restful Easter holiday. 

Important Dates 

Holy Week Begins (Sunday 14th April) 

Good Friday (19th April) 

Easter Monday (22nd April) 

Bank Holiday Monday (6th May) 
Year 5 Staff: Miss Waite,  Mrs Frost,  
Mrs Prestwich (Wednesday mornings), Mrs 
Harris (temporary Mondays & Fridays) and 
Mrs Waterhouse (Computing). 

 

 Important Information 

PE lessons are usually on Wednesdays 
and Fridays. Pupils will be informed of 
any changes in advance. 
Mondays 

All homework due in 

Wednesdays 

PE: full school PE kits needed with trainers 

Friday 

Diaries to be signed and reading recorded. 

PE: full school PE kits needed with trainers 

RE - Life in the Risen Lord 

As we return to school, the Church will celebrate Holy Week in preparation for the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Our topic in 
RE this half term is “Life in the Risen Lord”. We will consider the significance of Jesus’ resurrection and how this has shaped our lives 

today. We will also have chance to ask questions about this important time and to consider the disciples’ experiences of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. We will learn that the risen Jesus in present among us in different ways and will reflect on the meaning this has in our 

lives. Finally, we will also reflect on Jesus’s teachings and how this is shown by example in the Lord’s prayer. 

English - Mayan Mysteries 

In English, our writing this half term will link to our topic of the Maya Civilization. We will be developing characters,   
settings and plots and write our own stories to explore why some of the Mayan cities were suddenly abandoned. We will 

then explore the discoveries made during the Maya Civilization and how it may have felt to be the discoverer - the       
children will be able to choose their style of writing to explore this theme. We will continue to revise the use of the    
comma and sentence structures to ensure that we are all secure and confident with this skill. Furthermore, we will      
continue to make links between our reading and our writing to ensure that we are being active readers and using our    
reading experiences in our own ways whilst writing. SPAG Online will be used even more this half term to ensure that    

children are confident with many of the SPAG areas within the Year 5 Curriculum. It is really important that your child 
continues to build their reading stamina and should be now reading 1 book per week. If you have any queries, please do not 

hesitate to speak to me. 

Mathematics - Fractions, Decimals and Percentages & Geometry 

In Maths, we will continue to develop our skills with decimals, fractions and percentages. This will include finding equiva-
lent fractions, decimals and percentages, adding and subtracting decimals and we will also explore multiplying and dividing 
by 10, 100 and 1000. We will move on to Geometry and will explore the different types of angles—acute, obtuse, reflex. 

We will measure angles in degrees and will also work on the skill of using a protractor. This will lead us into finding missing 
angles and calculating angles on a straight line and at a point. We will also explore the properties of 2D and 3D shapes. 

Science - Forces and Magnets  

We have moved on from our fantastic Materials topic to Force and Magnets. We will explore magnets and work on our 
understanding of each magnet having two poles. We will use this knowledge to make predictions about the magnets and 

whether they will attract or repel each other. We will work really hard to use the key scientific vocabulary for this topic. 
We will explore gravity and understand that gravity is the force that pulls objects towards the Earth. We will then     

explore other forces that slow objects down such as water resistance and air resistance. Throughout this Science topic, 
there will be many opportunities to use investigative skills such as setting up fair tests, using results to make future    

predictions and evaluating investigations and using scientific models to explain science concepts. This is a really exciting 
topic which will continue for the whole Summer term as there are a lot of tricky concepts to cover! Please continue to 

support your child at home. BBC Bitesize is always a good place to start! 

PSHE - Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco Education 

This half term, we will be focusing on Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco education. We will be exploring the risks of using drugs, 
alcohol and tobacco and the harms these substances can have on our bodies. We will also learn strategies to resist      

pressure of using these substances and will consider why we should not be using these substances. These themes will be 
explored in an age appropriate way and role play and drama will be used to explore the topics discussed.  

As always, PSHE responds to the needs of the children depending on what arises throughout the half term. We have   
frequent PSHE circles where we discuss anything that concerns the children. We continue to have check in circles at the 

start of each day and straight after lunch and the children seem to be enjoying doing this and are responding well. 



Topic: Maya Civilization 

(History & Geography Links) 

In History, we will work on our chronological understanding place the events of the Maya Civilization in an accurate order 
on a timeline—this will also include ensuring that events are accurately spaced out according to their dates. We will be 

exploring the diversity of this particular civilization and will be learning about the Gods they believed in, the cultural and 
spiritual significance of the historical game ‘Pok-a-Tok’ (which we will also learn to play during our PE lessons) and we will 
also learn about the social order and structure of cities and explore the famous pyramid “Chichen Itza”. We will also link 

our learning to Geography and will learn about the rainforests that surrounds Chichen Itza and many of the Mayan cities - 
we will explore the layers of the rainforest and learn why it is important that we protect it! Finally, we will study the 

foods that Mayan people ate and why some of these foods were particularly significant. The Maya Civilization is such an 
interesting topic and I am so excited for the children to learn all about it! Keep an eye on our class web page to see all 

the exciting things we get up to in our lessons! 

Homework 

In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 

 Mathletics/Spellodrome tasks set on a Tuesday and due the following Monday. 

 SPAG Online tasks will now also be set on a Tuesday and due the following Monday. 

 Reading 4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina 

 Research projects and other occasional homework tasks linked to our Topics this half term. 

Please note, due to the nature of our half term theme, there may be more research based project homework for your 
child to complete. Mathletics,  Spellodrome and SPAG Online will be revised during these weeks.  Your children will 

be able to communicate what homework has been set. 

Our homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

Please continue to support your child at home, particularly with their reading and spellings. Your child 
must be reading their school reading book and a novel, either from the classroom reading corner, li-
brary or from home. Please ensure that your child is reading aloud as well as independently. It is also 
beneficial for your child to hear an adult reading aloud to them. This is proven to support children with 

reading fluency and enjoyment for reading also. 

Finally, it is crucial that your child completes their homework on time and that it is completed to the 
highest of standards. Support with this would be most appreciated. 

As always, please do not hesitate to make an appointment with me if you require any resources to help 
your child or you have any queries or concerns. 

Computing - Web Design 

In Computing, we will continue to develop our web design skills. We will be working on browsing and selecting appropriate 
images that link to our website content and then inserting these on to specific web pages. We will browse and select ex-
ternal websites that might contribute to our own website and we will insert hyperlinks on to our web pages. We will then 

work on the customisation and design of our web pages—this will involve deciding on the final layouts, background designs, 
font designs etc. and we will be encouraging the children to use their graphic skills to insert a graphic image into their 

website as well. I am very excited to see the final results of which the children have been working very hard on! 

The children will also have opportunities this half term to present their learning in other subjects in a style of their 
choice, such as Word, PowerPoint, Publisher etc. as this will showcase more of their Computing skills. 

Art - Mixing Textures/Creating Colour Palettes 

We will be linking our Art to our learning about the Maya Civilizations and the geography within this period in history. We 
will first start by creating a colour palette that is inspired by the colours of the environment of the Maya cities. We will 
then use the inspiration of the environment to mix textures to create effective collage pieces - this will be in order to 
achieve a mixed textured piece of work relating to the rainforests. The children will have the opportunity to plan their 
piece of work, including planning the materials and colours they will use and perhaps drawing what they want their final 

piece to look like. After creating their artwork, the children will the have the opportunity to evaluate their final designs 
and also evaluate their peers’ final designs also. They will be able to talk about what they like about the pieces, how they 

feel it was inspired from the particular location and how they or their peers could improve. 

PE - Athletics & Rounders 

We will focus on developing skills in Athletics and Rounders this half term. This will involve developing accura-
cy in bowling and fielding skills and developing an understanding of the rules of a rounders game. A focus in PE 
this half term will be demonstrating a fair and respectful attitude towards the rules and towards others. In 
Athletics, we will be focusing on developing cognitive skills and physical skills through a range of Athletic ac-
tivities such as hurdles, running long distances, throwing and much more! This is always good preparation for 
Sports Day in the Summer 2 half term. As the weather will be improving, we will also look to start back up 

the “Run a Mile” initiative so it is vital that trainers are in school each day. 


