
 

     
      

                                       

 
  
         

    
 

 

         
 

 

  

The Great Fire of London 

Our topic this half term will 

focus on the event of the 

Great Fire of London. 
Year One 

Teachers – Mrs Baranyai (Monday and 

Tuesday) and Mrs Talbot (Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday) 

Teaching Assistants – Mrs Diggle, Mrs 

Harris and Miss Oszoy 

 

 

       
 

 

 

Important Days 
PE 

PE is on Tuesdays and Wednesdays this 

half term. Children need outdoor PE kit 

including suitable trainers. They will also 

need their indoor PE kit in school at all 

times. 

Spellings 

Spellings will be given out each Friday, to 

be tested the following week. The spellings 

will be linked to the phonic sounds of the 

week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 

Over this half term, we will be learning all about money! We know how much children like to spend money, so this 

half term we are going to teach them the value of coins and notes. We will be spending money in Pudding Lane 

and understanding the meaning of change and how we work this out. Later on in the half term, we will be looking 

at solving problems involving measures. The children will be understanding the concept of weight and capacity, 

so there will be lots of hands on learning with containers and objects of varying shapes and sizes. Why not help 

your child’s learning by looking at the weight and capacity of everyday objects in the home! 

Science 

In Science this half term, we will be focusing on materials and their properties. The children will be 

distinguishing between an object and a material by learning the names of different materials and recognising 

their properties. This will enable the children to describe which material an object is made from. We will look at 

the materials of everyday objects and compare and group them. This will link to our topic of The Great Fire of 

London by looking at why and how the fire spread so quickly. The children will also investigate materials that 

would have made a difference in the event had the buildings been made of other materials.  

RE 

Our RE topic this half term is The Resurrection and we will begin this in Holy Week by teaching the children 

about the Stations of the Cross, leading up to Good Friday. We will continue our studies by thinking about signs 

and symbols of Easter and the importance of these.  The children, as always, will be asked to wonder and their 

wonderings this half term will be about the appearance of Jesus and how we imagine him in our own eyes. The 

children will look in more depth about his appearance to his disciples and how he helped his disciples understand 

that he was alive. 
 

 

 

 

 

English 

In English this half term we will be writing diary entries which will link to our topic of The Great Fire of 

London. We will look at examples from Samuel Pepys’ diary to gain an understanding of what it was like to be 

caught in such a dramatic event. Using this knowledge and understanding we will write our own diary extracts. 

Later in the half term we will write reports about the Great Fire of London, including newspaper reports-so our 

children will be budding journalists and roving reporters! We will also be focusing on our phonic sounds and 

understanding how we write in the past tense.  
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Ways to Help 
We strongly recommend that you listen to your child read regularly and question them. We aim to develop children’s comprehensive and 

English skills when reading a text and so it is important that your child understands the book thoroughly and can answer questions set by 

an adult. We would like your child to practise the sounds of the week and to learn their spellings which will be linked to the phonics 

teaching from that week. 

To support your child at home with their maths please talk to them about money and where it comes from and how it can be spent and 

saved. Perhaps provide them with opportunities to use money, whether it be in the shops or in role play at home. Also, to support their 

understanding of measures, please take the time to look at everyday objects at home and how much they weigh or what unit of measure 

is used. Guessing games are always fun and the children could guess how much something weighs or what unit of measure it is weighed in. 

 

If you have access to the internet here are some suggested websites to support your child’s learning across the curriculum.  

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.u/            http://mrthorne.com/phase-5/ 

http://www.mathletics.co.uk/ 

This website is particularly good for helping the children read “alien” words in preparation for the phonics screening check. Choose 

Buried Treasure or Obb and Bob: 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase5Menu.htm 

 

 

Thank you for continued support. 

History 

We are very excited to be learning about The Great Fire of London this half term. We will be learning lots of 

interesting facts about how it became such a major event in our British history. We will place this event on a 

timeline to gain an understanding of how long ago it was. The children will be encouraged to ask thoughtful 

questions to deepen their understanding of what happened and why. We will learn all about Samuel Pepys and 

how his diaries helped us learn details of the past. 

 

Art 

Our art topic is all about weaving and plaiting to create patterns with different materials and colours. We will 

begin this topic by exploring shapes to make patterns and then use this skill to create patterns in weaving. We 

will look at the use of colours and see how we can depict the story of The Great Fire of London using 

different tones and tints of yellows, oranges and reds. 

PSHE 

The topic for PSHE this half term will link to our maths work about Money. We will learn about where money 

comes from and the important decisions we have to make when we spend money. The children will learn about 

saving money and the different ways we can do this. To further develop the children’s understanding of money 

and where it comes from, we will look at the different jobs people do to earn money. 

 

PE 

As we are approaching Summer, we will be teaching the children athletic skills in PE this half term. This will 

include developing the skills and techniques of running, jumping, catching and rolling. We will encourage the 

children to understand how to develop these skills in order to teach others. This will encourage and enable the 

children to become great team leaders. We will also continue to have Total Sports sessions with Mr Cooper. 

 

Music 

This half term we are going to be teaching the children about sounds. We will create a sequence that will 

include long and short sounds and the children will learn the different ways that long and short sounds can be 

made. We will talk about the vocabulary of sounds and concentrate on long/short, loud/quiet, high/low sounds 

and the difference between them. The children will then put these into practise by creating sounds that have 

an effect. 
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