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Long Term Plans celebrate the learning opportunities that we offer children on a continuous basis. They form the 

foundation for the daily learning opportunities of our Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum. We observe children in 

order to understand and consider their current interests, development and learning. We then respond by adding 

additional enhanced provision and focussed experiences to enrich the learning experiences on offer for children. 
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Key learning opportunities offered in this area of provision 

The characteristics of effective learning and EYFS aspects of learning and development 

Playing and Exploring: demonstrate curiosity, interest, enjoyment and enthusiasm as they play and experiment with what they know. 

Active Learning: being involved and concentrating, persevering and taking pride in achieving what they set out to do. 

Creating and Thinking Critically: having their own ideas, making links and choosing ways to do things, planning, thinking ahead and using their own 

methods to solve problems. 

Prime Areas: Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Physical Development, Communication and Language 

Specific Areas: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World, Expressive Arts an Design 

Key aspects promoted: Mathematics: shape, space and measures, UTW: exploration and investigation, EAD: exploring and using materials 

Learning experiences. Some of the things that children may do... Adult response to support children’s learning... 

PSED:  

Try new experiences such as modelling and shaping materials, designing and 

making. 

Participate in collaborative activities. 

Selecting resources and making choices 

Turn taking, sharing and co-operating and developing awareness of others. 

Children may demonstrate curiosity, interest, enjoyment, enthusiasm.  

Children may develop their confidence, co-operation and independence 

Communication and Literacy: 

Using language and conversation to: develop role play, sequence ideas and 

events and discussing. 

Use language and other forms of communication to share the things they 

create or to indicate personal satisfaction or frustration.  

Begin to be interested and describe the texture of the things. 

Physical Development: 

Handling tools to effect changes safely and with control 

Handling malleable materials and objects safely and with control 

Explore malleable materials by patting, stroking, poking, squeezing, pinching 

and twisting them. 

Manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect. 

EAD:  

Exploring Colour, Shape, 2d and 3d form. 

Respond to what they see, hear, smell, touch and feel. 

 

Praise, encourage and show interest in children’s ideas and creations 

Ask open ended questions; why, how, where, what and which? 

Develop the use of descriptive words; soft, hard smooth rough, sloppy and slimy. 

Further vocabulary; shape, colour mix, stir, make, build, tall taller, tallest, wide, 

widest, round, flat, top, bottom, more, less, join, too much, not, enough, same, 

different, print, imprint. 

Support children’s excursions into imaginary worlds by encouraging inventiveness, 

offering support and advice on occasions and ensuring that they have experiences 

that stimulate their interests. 

Observe what the children are doing and interact sensitively. 

Provide a range of resources which are attractive and easily accessible for children. 

Make time and space for children to express their curiosity and explore the 

environment using all their senses. 

Justify and explain why safety is an important factor in handling tools, equipment and 

materials, and have sensible rules for everybody to follow. 

Introduce children to appropriate tools for different materials. 

Introduce children to the use of mathematical names for solid 3d shapes and flat 2d 

shapes, and the mathematical term to describe shapes: straight, round, curved, 

bendy, corners, edge, sides, points, long, short, tall, short, taller, shorter. 

Talk to children about what they have been doing and help them to reflect upon and 

explain so that they may wish to evaluate and modify their work. 

Offer suggestions and introduce new techniques by modelling to develop children’s 

skills to develop their creations. 

 



Literacy:  

Develop strong fine motor skills that will support pencil grip and letter 

formation.  

 

Mathematics:  

Use number rhymes as a stimulus e.g. 5 currant buns and number based 

playdough mats.  

Distinguish between quantities, recognising that a group of objects is more 

than one. 

Make collections of moulded dough shapes/ objects, count, estimate, match to 

numbers, divide into groups and share out quantities. 

Use some number language such as number names, ‘more’ and ‘a lot’ ‘the same.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources 

Nursery Tactile Area: type of malleable materials will be rotated to reflect interests. 

                                   Playdough is a consistent feature- especially during settling phase. 
Play dough 

Play dough mats 

Pasta  

Spaghetti           Cereal 

Flour                  Straw  

Hay                    Corn flour 

Custard             Mash 

Jelly                 Clay 

Hair gel             pebbles 

 

Tools  

Containers  

Cutters 

Spoons 

Utensils  

Rollers  

Bun cases 

Match sticks 

Lollypop sticks 

Shells 
 

Outdoors 

A range of large and smaller tough trays 



Table, chairs 

Access to the materials outlined for indoors play. 

Compost, seeds, trowels, 

Mud kitchen, kitchen unit, 

Containers, kitchen utensils, sauce pans (mud kitchen).  

 

Organisation 

 
This is an area of continuous provision with regular adult observation and interaction. Materials and tools are organised according to children’s interests on a day to 

day basis. 

 

Trays/ boxes with tools to support malleable materials such as shape cutters, rolling pins, utensils, baking trays, metal bowls etc.  

These are all easy accessible to children. 

Children are encouraged to tidy tools up after use and replace back into their boxes. 

 
This area of indoors continuous provision is made accessible outdoors according to children’s lines of enquiry. It is sometimes set up outdoors using eg compost and 

seeds to support an interest in growing things 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Evidence of Learning- includes planning, photographs and copies 

of observations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


