
 

 

 

 Themed Half Term: The Environment 

Spring Term 2 2019 

Welcome back to school. We hope you had 
a happy and restful half term break. 

Important Dates 

Tuesday 26th February: Judo Taster-PE 
Kits 

Friday 8th March: World Book Day in School 

Tuesday 12th March: Cheerleading Taster 

Thursday 14th March: Y5/5 Science Fair 

Wednesday 20th March: Mass in Church am 
Year 5 Staff: Miss Waite,  Mrs Frost,  
Mrs Prestwich (Wednesday mornings), Mrs 
Harris (temporary Mondays & Fridays) and 
Mrs Waterhouse (Computing). 

 Important Information 

Please note, Year 5 no longer have swim-
ming on Thursday mornings. PE lessons will 
now be on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Mondays 

All homework due in 

Wednesdays 

PE: full school PE kits needed with trainers 

Friday 

Diaries to be signed and reading recorded. 

PE: full school PE kits needed with trainers 

RE - Reconciliation 

Year 5 will learn about the concept of sin and that when we sin we hurt ourselves and others and damage our relationship 
with God. They will begin to understand that God loves and forgives us if we are truly sorry and learn that God heals our 
friendship with Him and others through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. They learn how we can prepare ourselves to re-

ceive this Sacrament and learn what happens during the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

English - The Secret Garden 

Our work in English this half term will be linked to our theme of the Secret Garden. This is linked to the production we 
are having school. We also look to enrich our children’s experiences and this will be the perfect opportunity to enhance 
and enrich the children’s writing opportunities. “Explode the Moment” will be introduced in Year 5 to really enhance the 

children’s descriptions. We will explore figurative language (including similes, alliteration, metaphors and personification). 
The children will then use these skills and apply them to their descriptive pieces of writing about their own Secret Gar-
den. We will develop these ideas through art, word level work and shared writing in pairs. We will also revisit some im-
portant SPAG areas including sentence structures and use of punctuation. Year 5 will also continue to look at organisa-

tional devices in their writing to guide the reader—this will include writing a non-chronological report. Please continue to 
support your child at home with their reading as this directly influences your child’s writing.  

Mathematics - Fractions & Decimals/Times Tables Focus 

In Maths this half term, we will continue to work on fractions and will introduce decimals. We will be recapping formal 
written methods for subtraction and multiplication as these are our areas for development as a whole class. Our whole 

class target at the moment is to work on our times tables—the children need to be fluent in their times tables by Year 5 
so that they can work on their understanding in decimals. We will be having a huge focus on times tables this half term 

and this is an important area that will be greatly improved if it is also supported at home. 

Science - Living Things and their Habitats  

This half term, we introduce a brand new Science topic! We begin by revising the functions of each part of the flower 
and a flower’s life cycle. We then move on to our study of living things and their life cycles. We will begin by classifying a 

broad range of living things into groups such as mammals, insects, amphibians, birds, plants etc. and discussing why we 
have this classification system for living things. This will also include describing the life cycles of a variety of living 

things, such as animals and plants. We will also consider the life cycle of a human and how a human changes over time. The 
children will then research the habitat of an animal of their choice—this will also link to our Geography topic—and they 

will write a non-chronological report. Finally, we will end the half term by being able to describe the differences between 
the life cycles of mammals, insects, amphibians, birds and plants. Look out on our web page for the exciting things we get 

up to—especially our Science Week with a focus on Journeys! A perfect link to our Science topic!  

Computing - Web Design 

In Computing this half term, we will link our learning and our project to Science and Geography—as well as pulling across 
our fantastic writing skills from English. The children will begin to create a website. This will be all around an animal ’s 

habitat—which they will be given the opportunity to research before they prepare their website. The children will devel-
op their understanding of their digital footprint and what the internet is. This will then give them a secure understanding 

of what they are creating when they move on to creating their website and web pages. The children will 
learn what hyperlinks are and how we access these ourselves when online. These websites will not be pub-
lished live and will be private to the school’s system. I am really excited to see what the children produce! 

This is a fantastic opportunity to link our Computing learning with other areas of the curriculum. 



                Topic: The Environment 

                  (Geography Links) 

This half term, we will continue with a Geography focus which will link to many other areas of our 
curriculum. We will have a strong focus on North and South America, beginning with naming and lo-
cating the countries of North and South America and exploring their human and physical features. We will also analyse 
and give views on the effectiveness of different geographical representations, such as maps, aerial images, satellite imag-
es, maps without the borders of countries and many more—this will be an opportunity for the children to explore how 
they like learning about the world too. We will think about how the physical features of a particular place affect human 
activity within a location and how this impacts people’s lives. We will also further explore the geographical similarities and 
differences between countries within North America, countries within South America and then we will contrast two coun-
tries from either state. As a final project at the end of the half term, the children will be given the opportunity to find 
out about a country of their choice (which doesn’t have to be in North/South America). They will do this by creating a 
fact file about their chosen country to demonstrate their understanding of this half term’s Geography learning. 

Design & Technology - Cooking 

In D&T this half term, our focus will be on our cooking skills. We will begin by creating a fruit salad and will link this to 
Geography by finding out where our fruit has come from around the world. We will develop our chopping skills in order to 
chop the fruit safely and precisely, but also so that the fruit salad looks nice too. We will then explore a further range of 
cooking techniques such as peeling, further chopping and frying an egg! The children will have an opportunity to refine a 

recipe as a homework task and they will also have the opportunity in class to use their Maths skills of ratio to scale up and 
down recipes. For example, if a recipe was for 4, but we wanted to feed 6! I am excited about D&T this half term! 

PSHE - Mental Health & Emotional Wellbeing 

This half term, we will be focusing on Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing and how we can deal with our feelings. The 
children will explore feelings they can have, comfortable and uncomfortable feelings (such as happy, sad, nervous, excited 
etc.) and how they behaviour may be affected when their feelings change. The children will use role play, drama and many 
other ways to explore this. This will link really nicely to our recent themed fortnight of Choose Respect. We will continue 

this theme throughout our PSHE lessons as always. 

Homework 

In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 

 Mathletics/Spellodrome tasks set on a Tuesday and due the following Monday. 

 New: SPAG Online tasks will now also be set on a Tuesday and due the following 
Monday. 

 Reading 4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina 

 Research projects and other occasional homework tasks linked to our Topics this half term. 

Please note, due to the nature of our half term theme, there may be more research based project homework for your 
child to complete. Mathletics,  Spellodrome and SPAG Online will be revised during these weeks.  Your children will 

be able to communicate what homework has been set. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

Please continue to support your child at home, particularly with their reading and spellings. Your child 
must be reading their school reading book and a novel, either from the classroom reading corner, li-
brary or from home. Please ensure that your child is reading aloud as well as independently. It is also 
beneficial for your child to hear an adult reading aloud to them. This is proven to support children with 

reading fluency and enjoyment for reading also. 

Finally, it is crucial that your child completes their homework on time and that it is completed to the 
highest of standards. Support with this would be most appreciated. 

As always, please do not hesitate to make an appointment with me if you require any resources to help 
your child or you have any queries or concerns. 

        PE - Dance 

As swimming lessons have finished now, this means the children will have 2 PE lessons a week. One with 
Mr Cooper and myself and another separate PE lesson with just me. I will be focusing on the children’s 
dance skills. We will create an action and explore how we can develop this action further, by the space 

we use, the dynamics we use (how the action is performed) and by our relationships (who we perform it with, if we per-
form it at the same time etc.). This will then introduce the children to the language of ‘motif’ as this is an action that has 
been enhanced. We will then think about how we can further enhance the motif to add to its effectiveness within a dance. 
The children will have the opportunity to learn a dance taught to them and also create and choreograph their own dance. I 

will really be pushing the children to peer evaluate performances and to self-evaluate their own performances too. 

Themed Weeks 

Living in Leeds (week commencing Monday 4th March) & Science Week (week commencing Monday 1 1 th March) 

Please check our web page for updates on these themed weeks as we have lots of fun activities planned for in and out of class! 


