
 

 

 

     Themed Half Term: Our World 

Spring Term 1 2019 

Year 5 

Happy New Year and welcome back! We 
hope you had a very happy and peaceful 
Christmas. On behalf of all the Year 5 
staff, I would like to thank you and your 
children for the lovely cards, well-wishes 
and thoughtful gifts we received at 
Christmas.  

_____________________________ 

                        

Year 5 Staff: Miss Waite,  Mrs Frost & 
Mrs Waterhouse. 

 

 Important Dates 

Young Voices: Monday 14th Jan 

Y5 Residential: Mon 28th-Tues 29th Jan 

Mondays 

All homework due in 

Wednesdays 

PE: full school PE kits needed with trainers 

Thursdays 

Swimming at Wetherby Leisure Centre 

Friday 

Diaries to be signed and reading recorded. 

RE  

Our new topic this half term will be ‘Inspirational People’. We will learn about the many inspirational people from all walks 
around the world that lived the way Jesus inspires us to live each day. We will reflect on what it means to be an           

inspirational person and what qualities and traits these inspirational people had. We will also make links to how the com-
mand ‘Love our neighbour’ informs our behaviour and actions. During this half term, we will be exploring the meaning of 

being a true disciple and will think about how we can live this out in our daily lives.  

English 

Our work in English this half term will be linked to our theme of ‘Our World’. We will use the picture book “The Arrival” 
to explore the idea of immigration and refugees which will link closely to our Geography topic. Through this stimulus, we 

will write a diary entry in role as a refugee. This half term, we will also be exploring the features of a formal letter, 
structural and language features, which will prepare the children in writing their own formal letters. The children will 

choose to write a formal letter linked to “The Arrival” stimulus and will then also write a formal letter of thanks when we 
return from our residential. Our writing will then link to our Anti-Bullying fortnight. Throughout the half term we will also 

be focusing on our technical skills such as using commas, brackets and dashes for parenthesis and using interesting      
sentence openers. Our reading lessons will also linked to “The Arrival” picture book. The children will be working on their 

inference and comprehension skills. Please continue to read with and to your children at home. 

Mathematics 

This half term in Maths we will focus on Statistics: this will involve reading, interpreting and drawing line graphs, reading 
and interpreting tables, two way tables and timetables and using all of these to solve problems. These are essential in our 
daily lives and will equip the children with great skills for the future. We will use our addition and multiplication skills to 
calculate and measure the perimeter and area of rectangles and compound shapes. Finally, we will move on to identifying 
equivalent fractions and will work on converting improper fractions to mixed numbers and vice versa. 

Science 

We are continuing our topic of Materials this half term. We will resume our role as scientists cleaning the River Wharfe 
and will write a formal letter to explain how we obtained clean water through separating mixtures.  We will continue in 
role as scientists and will being to compare and group everyday materials on the basis of their properties, such as their 

hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity and response to magnets. The children will use some of their Maths skills 
to do so using Venn diagrams and classification keys. The children will then explore reversible changes some more and will 
describe how to recover a substance from a solution, e.g. salt water. We will then use our Computing skills to record our 

results using scientific diagrams and labels.  Much to the children’s delight, we will move on to exploring irreversible 
changes—this will be through burning (e.g. toast, cooked eggs) and acid (e.g. what happens when vinegar or lemon juice is 

mixed with bicarbonate of soda) - this will definitely be an exciting scientific enquiry! 

Computing & D&T 

The children have made so much progress in Computing and are really enjoying their lessons with myself and Mrs         
Waterhouse. This half term, the children will move on to developing their Graphics skills through a range of programs and 

devices, for example, iPads, PowerPoint, Inkscape and many more! The children will use a range of skills during this     
Computing project which will link our previous D&T work last half term. The children have already taken pictures of their     
Judderbot Robot models, they will then upload the picture on the shared network and insert the picture on to the Power-

Point program. They will then learn a range of skills which turns the image they have inserted into a graphic. I am sure 
that the children are going to thoroughly enjoy this topic and will be able to use these skills across a range of subjects.  



Topic: Our World 

(Geography Links) 

Our Geography topic this half term will link to our English work linked to the picture book “The Arrival” and will link to 
refugees around the world. The children will explore the human geography of the world. They will collect and analyse sta-
tistics and other information to draw conclusions about locations, e.g. the weather/climate of locations and methods of 
transportations that are used in different locations. The children will begin to understand some of the reasons for geo-
graphical similarities and differences between countries, but also the importance of global        interconnectedness and 
interdependence. We will then move on to using skills involved in using an eight point compass, four-figure grid refer-

ences, symbols and keys to communicate our knowledge of the world. Finally, the children will use their writing skills to 
write in role to describe the journey that a  refugee might take. The children will use a range of geographical ideas to 

describe the journey such as climate, weather, methods of transportation and the physical characteristics of these plac-
es. This topic is a really exciting way to link all we do in our faith to live out as disciples to think about how our world is 

similar and different. 

Art 

This half term in Art, the children will be drawing on our topic and the skills they have already developed in Year 5 to 
draw realistic, life-like pictures. The children will first explore the features of the human eye and will think about how 
lighting, shadow and reflections appear—they will do this by taking pictures of each other’s eyes and through trial and 

error sketches. We will continue to develop this skill and the children will learn to draw an effective realistic human eye. 
We will then use this newly developed skill to draw what life might be like for a refugee/immigrant—using the human eye 

to communicate this. 

PSHE 

The theme for this half term in PSHE is Celebrating Diversity. Towards the end of this half term, we have our Anti-
Bullying fortnight where the children will consider and think about how we choose to respect ourselves and others.  

Throughout the half term, the children will continue to explore gender stereotypes and how we perceive different roles 
in our surroundings. The children will continue to explore respecting others and will do this through discussion, role play, 

drama and art. 

Homework 

In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 

 

 Mathletics/Spellodrome tasks set on a Tuesday and due the following Monday. 

 New: SPAG Online tasks will now also be set on a Tuesday and due the following Monday.  

 Reading 4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina 

 Research projects and other occasional homework tasks linked to our Topics this half term. 

 

Homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

Please continue to support your child at home, particularly with their reading and spellings. Your child 
must be reading their school reading book and a novel, either from the classroom reading corner, li-
brary or from home. Please ensure that your child is reading aloud as well as independently. It is also 
beneficial for your child to hear an adult reading aloud to them. This is proven to support children with 

reading fluency and enjoyment for reading also. 

Finally, it is crucial that your child completes their homework on time and that it is completed to the 
highest of standards. Support with this would be most appreciated. 

 

As always, please do not hesitate to make an appointment with me if you require any resources to help 
your child or you have any queries or concerns. 

PE 

Year 5 have their final block of swimming lessons this half term at Wetherby Leisure Centre. They will continue to ex-
plore the different strokes whilst swimming: breast stroke, front crawl and back crawl and will continue to develop 

breathing strategies that don’t interrupt the children’s strokes whilst swimming. Thursday mornings really are a highlight 
of the children’s week and it is so lovely to see them all growing in confidence in the water! 

With Mr Cooper and myself, the children will continue to explore skills linked to Net and Wall sports, such as tennis, vol-
leyball, badminton etc. They will develop their forehand and backhand strokes and will develop their accuracy to strike a 
bowled or volleyed ball. The children will develop their technical skills whilst also developing their understanding of the 

importance of rules and sportsmanship and supporting their peers. As always, the children will have opportunities to lead 
warm up and cool down activities for the whole class, developing their leadership skills! 


