
 

    
      

                                       

 
  
         

    
 

 

         
 

 

Y5 Team: Miss Waite, Mrs Frost and Mrs Lee 

 

Important dates: 

Wednesday 28th November: Mass in Church for Y3/Y5 

Monday 10th December: KS2 Christmas Production 

 

Welcome back to school! We hope you had a restful and 

enjoyable half term break.  

Other information 
Wednesday – PE Please ensure your child brings in an appropriate PE kit, 

suitable for all weather conditions. Trainers are essential. PE kits must be 

brought to school in a drawstring bag to avoid congestion in the cloakroom. 

Thursday – Swimming. Please ensure your child brings in their swimming kit on 

this day, along with a coat/jacket. 

Book Bags: All children should now have a St Joseph’s Book Bag which can be 

purchased from Kool Kids.  

Uniform; Please note, all children must be wearing their winter uniform now. 

Please ensure all items of clothing are clearly labelled with your child’s name 

and year group, this includes your child’s water bottle that they should bring 

with them to school every day. 

 

Science - Materials 
I am very excited about our new topic ‘Materials’, which we will be studying for two half 

terms! We will begin by revising states of matter (solid, liquid, gas) and we will look at 

different ways to separate solids, liquids and gases. We will learn about the difference 

between mixtures and solutions and how we recover substances/materials from both. We 

will plan and explore different methods of separation through investigations, and will record 

and observe the clarity of the liquid at each stage of separation. To help us to work like 

scientists, we will be classifying and grouping, investigating and observing over time. 

 

RE – The Commandments 

Our topic this half term will be The Commandments. We will learn about God’s love for us, and that God gave Moses the Ten Commandments on 

Mount Sinai because He loves us. We will also begin to understand how the Ten Commandments are a gift from God to help us in our everyday lives. 

We will learn how Jesus summarised the Commandments (Matthew 22: 36-40) and begin to understand how we can show our love for God by 

keeping His commandments with His help. In addition, we will also learn that God sent his son, Jesus, into the world because he loves us, and that 

we celebrate this gift at Christmas! These themes will also be reinforced during Collective Worship that takes place every morning. 

 

 

Autumn Term 2 2018 

Homework 
All homework is set on a Tuesday and is due the 

following Monday. This allows children who prefer to do 

little and often through the week can and those that 

prefer to complete their homework during the weekend 

can also continue to do so. 
Diaries: Homework diaries must be completed and 

signed by the Friday of each week. Please ensure 

your child brings their school reading book and diary to 

school each day. 

KIRFS: Children must practise their KIRF targets 4x a 

week for 5 minutes a time. 

Reading: Children must read 4x a week for 15 minutes 

at a time. Please ensure this is recorded in diaries, 

including the amount of pages read. 

Topic: Occasional homework tasks/projects will be set 

throughout the half term for Science, Topic OR RE. Due 

dates will be included when homework is set. 
Please encourage your child to independently complete their 

homework when possible and fill in their homework diary. This is 

an invaluable skill to have as they progress through Y5 into Y6. 

Topic – Ancient Greece 
During this half term we are continuing with our exciting topic of the Ancient Greeks. Year 

5 absolutely loved this topic in Autumn 1, so I am very excited to be continuing this. We will 

explore and learn about a range of Ancient Greek Gods and Goddesses and will write an 

informational text about an Ancient God/Goddess. We will learn about Ancient Greek religion 

and beliefs and will explore the buildings that were linked to their beliefs. Finally, to end 

our Ancient Greece topic, we will explore artefacts and consider what we can learn from 

them and will learn about some of the Ancient Greek wars that took place. In Art, we will be 

linking our artwork to the 100 year celebration of Armistice.  

Ways to Help 
We are so pleased with the way the children have settled into Year 5 and we are all very grateful for the continued support at home and in school. The children are 

extremely lucky to have such supportive and encouraging parents. Please continue to support your child with their learning at home, as it really does make such an impact 

in school. To support your child with their learning, it is important that you listen to your child read regularly and promote an enjoyment for reading. In addition, weekly 

spellings should be supported at home, as well as practising on Spellodrome. Please encourage your child to practise their KIRFs 4x a week at home.  

Please ensure your child is an expert in times tables to 12x12. This includes division facts too! Furthermore, now the children are fully settled in to Year 5, 

we would like to see all Year 5 children managing their home/school diary independently, as this will be an invaluable skill for Year 6 and 7. 

As always, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to speak to me if you have any queries or concerns regarding your child. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mathematics – Multiplication and Division 
In Mathematics this half term, we are focusing on multiplication and division. We will begin by recapping addition and subtraction and will then 

move on to exploring multiples, factors and common factors of given numbers. We will investigate prime numbers, square numbers, cube numbers 

and inverse operations too! A valuable skill to have in UKS2 is to multiply and divide given numbers by 10, 100, 1000 and so on, therefore, we will 

have a strong focus on this throughout the half term. We will move on to written methods for multiplication and division to ensure that these 

skills are secure before we move on to other aspects of Maths. Throughout the half term, we will embed all new skills through reasoning and 

problem solving to ensure that our understanding is secure. We will use a range of resources to help us, including manipulatives such as numicon, 

multilink and much more. Towards the end of the half term we will look at perimeter and area of rectangles and compound shapes too! 

To support your child at home, it is vital that your child works on their KIRF (Key Instant Recall Facts), these will be sent home so you are clear 

on what your child is practising. Our focus this half term will be mental addition. To further support your child’s understanding of maths, please 

encourage your child to work on their KIRFs. It would also be beneficial for your child to make a wide use of their Mathletics account too. Please 

support your child to learn their times tables up to 12x12, this includes division facts too! This is an invaluable skill to have in UKS2! 
 

English – Shakespeare: Twelfth Night 
At the end of Autumn 1, we had a fantastic visit from the Young Shakespeare Company and we had the great pleasure of watching ‘Twelfth Night’. 

Some of our writing this half term will be focussed around this exciting play. We will become journalists who will question the characters and write 

a newspaper report all about the events that unfolded, especially the tragic separation of Viola and Sebastian at sea. To link to writing newspapers, 

we will consider the structure and features of newspaper reports and will learn the difference between direct and reported speech, revising using 

inverted commas too. We will also be writing our diary entries to really think about how the characters will have felt during the play. As we are 

celebrating 100 years of Armistice, we will also be linking some of our writing to this and will be writing a non-chronological report. The children 

really impressed me last half term and they have great potential in writing – the children will be able to choose what piece of writing we do 

towards the end of the half term and will frequently have opportunities to write freely for enjoyment. We are going to continue reading our class 

text – Who Let the Gods Out – as the children really enjoyed this last half term. We are also going to study poetry and play scripts, including 

performing these to the rest of the class. Please ensure you are promoting enjoyment for reading and encourage your child to read regularly. 
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