
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RE 

This half term the RE topic is “New Life”. Through this topic the children will be learning about New Life and the importance of the time after 

Easter where Jesus rose from the dead and visited special people to him before joining his Father in Heaven.   

 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

This half term we will be continuing to encourage the children to become increasingly independent, particularly when solving conflicts. We will 

also be continuing to celebrate the children’s achievements and things that make them special.  

Literacy/ Phonics  

This half term the children have decided that they would like to learn about animals, naming the topic “All Creatures Great and Small”. We will be 

focusing on the books “Dear Zoo”, “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” and “The Very Hungry Caterpillar”. As part of this topic the children will be 

writing letters, descriptions, and re-counts that will develop their writing skills through applying their phonics in exciting and meaningful 

contexts.  

This half term in Phonics we will be continuing our phonics scheme “Sounds-Write”. We are looking forward to sharing this learning with you 

during our “Show and Share” sessions in the coming weeks.  

Mathematics  

This half term we are going to be continuing our learning around addition and subtraction. We will be furthering this learning by applying our 

skills to mathematical problems in both adult led activities and within the provision areas. We will also be exploring money through opening our 

own Zoo and Vets along with continuing to explore the language of time.  

Understanding the World  

This half term we will be looking at different parts of the world through 

exploring different animal’s habitats along with contrasting cultures through 

the fantastic book “Handa’s Surprise”. From this we will explore the 

similarities and differences compared to where we live.  

We will also be getting our very own class pets in the form of caterpillars! The 

children will be able to watch them grow into butterflies before releasing 

them into our outdoor area.  

Topic  

Our “All Creatures Great and Small Topic” chosen by the children will give the children the opportunity to learn about different types of animals, 

their habitats and life-cycles. The children will also have a new Role Play Area where they will be able to become Zoo Keepers, Shop Assistants 

and Vets! We will also continue to monitor and investigate the Mini-Beast House that we built last half term.  

Homework  

Homework will remain the same this half term, in line with 

our homework policy. You will soon find a new optional topic 

sheet in your child’s homework book. Please also continue to 

read with your child at home at least twice a week to 

support their reading development.  

Thank you for supporting your children with this. 

 

Ways to Help  

Thank you to all parents who have completed “Home Learning” observations of their children. They have all been added to their profiles and 

supported us in developing next steps in your child’s learning journey. Please continue these observations so that we can get a whole picture of 

your child’s development and ensure that we maintain a strong school and home link.  

Please can all parents ensure that their child has pumps in school and their reading bag containing their reading book and homework diary every 

day. As always, do not hesitate to come in and see us to share information about your child- their well-being, development and any questions or 

concerns you have. 
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Important Days 

PE  

The children will have PE with Total Sports on Tuesday and Friday. 

Children will need their outdoor PE kit. (Blue St Joseph’s t-shirt and 

shorts or jogging bottoms and trainers).  

Golden book Assembly  

Thursday Afternoon at 2:40pm. 

 Parents are welcome to attend and will be informed by text if their 

child is in the Golden Book. 

Sundown Trip 

Our re-arranged Sundown Trip will be going ahead on Thursday 19th 

April. If you have not done so already, please return your child’s 

permission slip ASAP.  

 

 

 

 


