
 

    
      
                                       

 
  
         

    
 

 

         
 

 

Year 5 
Teacher – Miss Waite 

Higher Level Teaching Assistant - Mrs Frost 
Teaching Assistant – Mrs Prestwich 
 

Important dates: 
Wednesday 17th January – Young Voices! 

W/C 29th January – Anti-Bullying Week 
Friday 9th February – Internet Safety Workshop 

 

Other information 
Tuesday – PE with ‘Total Sports’. Please ensure your child brings in an 

appropriate PE kit, suitable for all weather conditions. Trainers are essential. 

Thursday – Swimming. Please ensure your child brings in their swimming kit on 

this day, along with a coat/jacket. 

Friday – Homework due, spelling tests & homework diaries signed by parents. 

Bags – Small book bags only please, as the cloakroom became very congested 

in Autumn 1.  

Uniform – Please ensure all of your child’s belongings are clearly labelled. All 

children should be wearing the winter uniform, this includes ties and 

jumpers/cardigans. Please ensure your child has pumps at school, that are 

clearly labelled! 

 

 

 
 

 

Uniform - Please ensure all uniform, including coats, pumps 

and shoes are labelled with your child’s name. 

Bags - Small bags only please as the cloakroom becomes 

very congested with large bags. 

 
 

Science 
Our new topic this half term is ‘Materials’. We will be looking at reversible and irreversible 
changes. We will begin by looking at different ways to separate solids, liquids and gases and 

how to recover a substance from a solution. We will plan and explore different methods of 

separation through investigations, and will record and observe the clarity of the liquid at 

each stage of separation. We will be thinking about foods in D&T also, so a big science link 

here will be ‘Healthy Eating’.  Please support your child at home with thinking about healthy 

eating, and a healthy way of living, as this will help them in lessons. 

 

RE 

Our topic this half term will be Inspirational People. We will learn about many inspirational people that lived the way Jesus wants us to. We will reflect on what it 

means to be an inspirational person, and what qualities and traits these inspirational people had. We will also make links to show how the command to ‘ love our neighbour’  

can affect our behaviour, and how all actions affect others. During this half term, we will be exploring what a true disciple  is, and how being a true disciple can shape 

our lives. We will do this through the story of “The Two Houses”, and make links between this story and common beliefs. I hope that this topic helps Year 5 to 

understand inspirational people within and outside of the church, and continue to live in the way Jesus taught us to. Finally, we will consider how we live through 
religion, how our religion inspires us and leads our lives.  

 

Spring Term 1 2018 

Homework 
English: Children will be set either a written task or an 

online task set on SPAGonline which is due every Friday.  

Spelling: Children will be tested on a Friday, and given 

their new spellings that day too. Children must reach 

at least 1000 points on Spellodrome. 

Reading: Children must read 4x a week for 15 minutes 

a time. 

Mathletics: Mathletics homework will be set every 

Friday and must be completed by the following Friday.  

They must reach at least 1000 points! 

KIRFS: Children must practise their KIRF targets 4x a 

week for 5 minutes a time.  

Topic: Occasional homework tasks/projects will be set 

throughout the half term for Science, Topic OR RE. Due 

dates will be included when homework is set.  
Please ensure your child’s homework diary is signed by 
Friday. Children should write in their diary each time 
they have read their reading book and pleasure book, and 
practised a KIRF target. I will also check that 
Mathletics homework has been completed electronically 

every Friday too. 

Topic 
Year 5 absolutely loved studying Ancient Greece. We are now moving on to a new geography 
focussed topic called “Wonderful World”. This half term we will be working on our knowledge 

of the world, including continents, countries, capital cities and physical and human 

characteristics of these. We will be analysing statistics to draw conclusions about different 

locations in the world. In addition, we will begin to understand the some of the reasons for 

geographical similarities and differences between different locations of the world, e.g. 

natural disasters. I am really excited about this topic, as Year 5 have shown a keen interest 

in Geography! We are also going to be exploring construction in D&T, this will really develop 
our skills. 

 
Ways to Help 

Our first term together has been amazing. I would like to thank you all for your generous gifts at Christmas time, and wish y ou all a very happy new year. I hope you all 

had a fantastic festive break and are ready to begin 2018 with positivity  and happiness! I am so grateful for the continued support at home and in school. Please 

continue to support your child with their learning at home, as it makes such an impact in school. To support your child with their learning, it is important that you listen  

to your child read regularly and question them using the question sheet that will be sent out. In addition, weekly spellings should be supported at home, as well as 

practising on Spellodrome. Please encourage your child to practise their KIRFs 4x a week at home. A copy of these will be sent out. Please ensure your child is an expert 

in times tables to 12x12. This includes division facts too! Your child should now be fully used to filling in their own homework diary. Please continue this, and 

ensure they are recording when they read their school reading book, and their pleasure book, and also when they practise their KIRFs.  Thank you. 

 

Mathematics 
In Mathematics this half term, we have a strong focus on fractions. We will begin by investigating multiplication and division facts, such as square 

and cube numbers and the patterns these create. We are also going to focussing on decimal numbers, exploring the value of the  digits in decial 

numbers and reading, writing, ordering and comparing them. This can be quite tricky, but will help greatly when we move on to equivalent decimal 

fractions. We will then be working on the following: recognising the % symbol and linking this to decimals and fractions, finding equivalent 

fractions, percentages and decimal fractions, and finding percentages/fractions of quantities. I am excited to continue to teach Year 5 new songs 
to support their learning in maths – I think they will find the songs very enjoyable! To support your child at home, it is vital that your child works 

on their KIRF (Key Instant Recall Facts), these will be sent home so you are clear on what your child is practising. Our focus this half term will be 

mental addition. To further support your child’s understanding of maths, please encourage your child to work on their KIRFs and to use 

www.mathszone.co.uk which covers many of the areas studied in class. It would also be beneficial for your child to make a wide use of their 

Mathletics account. Your child must now be secure with all of their times tables, as this is an essential in Y6. If we crack it now, 

mathematics will be so much easier in Y5 and next year in Y6. 
 

English 
Year 5 are really enjoying their writing, which is fantastic! This half term, we are focussing on our writing skills, this includes understanding 

independent, subordinate and relative clauses, punctuation, e.g. commas, and how to place them correctly, and general sentence structure. Year 5 

have shown to be developing a great deal with their writing, and quality in writing is improving. To continue with our whole school focus on writing, 

it is essential that children understand sentence structure, placing full stops and commas correctly. Once we are secure with this, we will move on 
to more complex writing skills, such as parenthesis (adding extra information with brackets, dashes and commas). We will be u sing the Literacy 

Shed this half term for exciting stimulus. It is definitely worth exploring at home with your child if you want to provide further support. 

I’m sure it became apparent at parents’ evening that what your child reads has a massive influence on their writing. Please ensure your child is 

being exposed to a variety of rich texts, and is discussing the content of the text, e.g. language used, ‘why did the author use that language?’. This 

will help your child immensely to improve with their writing. Please ensure you continue to read with your child frequently and encourage them 

to take note and discuss the use of punctuation in their reading books.  
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