
 

    

      

                                       

 
  
         

    
 

 

         
 

 

 

 

Year 5 
Teacher – Miss Clilverd 

Teaching Assistant – Mrs Riordan 

 
Important dates: 

3rd October 2016- Young Shakespeare Company 

performance. 
 

Important Days 
PE 

Thursday- Swimming. Please ensure your child 

brings in their swimming kit and wears a coat/ 

waterproof jacket on this day. 

Friday- PE Appropriate kit for the weather 

conditions, including trainers, jogging bottoms 

and a warm hoodie are essential. 

Mathematics 
In maths we will be looking at expanding our understanding of place value to read and write numbers up to 1,000,000. We will also be comparing and 

ordering decimal numbers too.  Afterwards, we will be developing our understanding of rounding numbers and will be rounding numbers up to the 

nearest million as well as rounding decimal numbers too. We will then move onto mental calculations, looking for ways to make links between numbers 

and also mentally multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000 and beyond.  This is a very important skill to have and will be very helpful in different 

areas across the maths curriculum so it would be very beneficial for your child to continue to work on this at home. Furthermore, we will begin to 

improve and develop our understanding of using formal methods for the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division).  We will 

integrate problem solving in different contexts to apply the skills covered this half term. To support at home, it is essential that your child works on 

their KIRF (Key Instant Recall Facts). Our focus this half term is counting backwards and forwards in different intervals. To further support 

understanding of learning in maths, please encourage your child to work on their KIRFs and to use www.mathszone.co.uk which covers many of the 

areas studied in class and to make a wide use of their Mathletics account. 

Science 

The first science topic will take us out of this world! This half term we will study our solar system 

with particular emphasis on Earth’s location alongside the sun and Moon. We will look at how seasons 

are formed as well as the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain night and day. We will look at this 

scientifically as we know it today and compare this to what civilisations in Ancient Greece actually 

believed and how they used their observations to plan their harvesting times and when would be a 

safe or stormy season for sailing. 

RE 
Our topic in RE this half term is Gifts from God. We will reflect on the story of creation and its meaning for us. We will also think about our own 

actions, how these show that we have been made in God’s own image and that we have a role to play in caring for the things around us. Also we will 

learn how we are serving God. We will then move onto learning about how our beliefs and values of creation can affect the way in which people 

behave. When looking at the freedom of choice, given to us by God, we will study examples that show how all of our actions have consequences. We 

will then research individuals such as St Francis who inspired us to respect creation and look after those in our society who are vulnerable. 

English 
To link to our Ancient Greek topic, we will study a selection of Greek myths and Legends and use this to help inspire us to create our own stories 

that include mythical creatures. We will focus on enhancing our descriptive writing through the use of varied vocabulary and a range of sentence 

types. We will use the story of Heracles and the labours to help us develop our descriptions at word and sentence level and we will use this as a 

stimulus to work on our grammar skills. There will be many opportunities to use our VCOP skills accurately and independently and we will really focus 

on building up descriptions and feelings by carefully choosing vocabulary and keeping the reader interested. We will be focusing on our use of 

figurative language to also develop our descriptions. There will be a big focus on editing and improving our writing as it is very important that we all 

understand the importance of this process. At the end of the half term, we will begin to work on our next text after watching a performance of a 

Shakespeare play. This is a very exciting half term for English! 

Topic 

Our topic this term is all about the Ancient Greeks. We will be studying what life was like in Ancient 

Greece and how this has had an impact on the western world. We will quickly learn just how much of 

what we use today actually originated from the Greeks. As well as discovering what we learnt from 

the Greeks we will also be researching and discovering what they believed and how this is different 

to our own beliefs. For art, we will be working on our sketching skill. The children will be finishing by 

sketching a sphere which is more difficult than it sounds! If the children are feeling really 

ambitious, we even link our spherical drawing skills to our topic of space! 

 

 

Autumn Term 1 2016 

Homework 
Spelling: Children will be tested on a Friday 

and given their new spellings that day too.  
 

Reading: Children must read 3x a week at 

home.  
 

Mathletics: Mathletics homework will be set 

every Friday and should be completed by the 

following Friday.  
 

KIRFS: Children must practise their KIRF 

targets 3x a week at home. 
 

Please ensure your child’s homework diary is 

signed by Friday. Children should write in 

their diary for each time they have read 

practised their KIRF target. I will also check 

that Mathletics homework has been completed 

electronically on a Friday too. 

 

 

 
Ways to Help 

Support at home is always invaluable! Please continue to support your child with their learning at home. Please let me know if you would like 

any additional activities to work on at home. To support your child’s learning, it is important that you listen to your child read regularly and 

question them using the focus question sheet sent out this half term. If you would like another copy, please ask.  In addition, weekly 

spelling should be supported at home and games related to their KIRF targets would also be extremely valuable to support the tasks set for 

them in class. Furthermore, there are websites on our class page that you may find useful to help at home. 
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