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Important Days 
PE is every Friday Morning. ‘Total Sports’ will be taking PE and children 

will need to have their PE kit in school. As the weather gets better the 

children will begin to go outside. Please make sure your child has their 

outdoor kit in school as well as their indoor kit for Dance.  

 

Every Wednesday we will have dance, children will need their indoor PE 

kit.  

 

 

Mathematics 

This half term the children will continue to work on their KIRFS (Key Instant Recall Facts) we will continue to learn our number bonds to five and 

ten off by heart.  

We will be setting up a new Café snack area where the children will need to select the correct coin for their chosen snack. As the children develop 

confidence with this they will be encouraged to use two coins to make the total to pay for their snack.   

The children will have lots of opportunity this half term for maths challenges. We will be going on treasure hunts in the sand and water to create 

our own sums. We will be sharing treasure between pirates and we will begin to think about doubling and halving problems. To begin with we will be 

doubling and halving shapes but as the children gain confidence we will begin to double and halve numbers.  

We will continue to practise 3-D shape names using our songs and shape characters as well as a new 3-D shape song to support the children in 

remembering these tricky names! 

We will be developing our mathematical language in areas such as distance and position when creating our own treasure maps to find treasure.  

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting   http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/maths/                                                

http://www.conkermaths.org/cmweb.nsf/products/numberbondpairs.html      http://www.mathletics.co.uk/  

                 

 

 

 

Understanding the World 

This half term the children will be 

learning all about the seaside and under 

the sea. They will learn about the 

creatures and will have access to a 

wide range of non-fiction books about 

under the sea.  

The Water Area will be enhanced with 

sea creatures for the children to 

explore habitats and learn more about 

these animals. Adults will support the 

children’s understanding by questioning 

the children in their play and sharing 

information about these animals.  

RE     

This half term the children will be starting the RE topic ‘Sorrow and Joy’. The children will begin to understand that we are capable of hurting 

others and that we should always try our best to be kind. We will ask Jesus to help us to be kind. We will talk about the importance of saying sorry 

when we have made a mistake. As well as this we will begin to consider the idea of forgiveness. We will listen to a range of stories about Jesus we 

will talk about how Jesus forgave those who hurt him. We will think about sharing what we have with others and the children will work together to 

make a class picture of Jesus feeding the five thousand. The children will also begin to think about their Lenten promises. 

Phonics/Literacy 

In Phonics this half term we will be continuing to practise all of our Phase 2 and 3 sounds. In particular we will focus on learning the more tricky 

sounds from Phase 3. We will have lots of practise at segmenting the words to spell and sounding out in order to read the words. We will be 

encouraging the children to be independent in their writing and have a go first before asking for help. This half term we will continue to encourage 

the children to use their skills in all areas of the classroom using our Challenge Chart. To support the children in extending their writing we have set 

up a new ‘sentence station’. This supports the children in new skills such as using capital letters and full stops as well as consistently using finger 

spaces. The children are encouraged to use writing in all areas of provision for example, they are encouraged to make plans before building, add 

labels to their models and add key words and sentences to their pictures. Any writing you can encourage at home will support the children in 

practising their skills further. Children could help with sounding out shopping lists, writing cards and notes to family members and writing invitations 

for friends to play etc.   

This half term we will be setting up a new daily reading challenge for the children. Each morning when they come in we will ask the children to have a 

go at reading the two syllable word or sentence and putting their name in the basket with the correct matching picture. This will support them in 

using and developing their reading skills daily.  

Here are some good websites to support your child with their literacy development at home- 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase3Menu.htm                                                   http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/ 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-3-games.html 

 

 

Homework 

We will continue to send the children’s sound books 

home with work for them to complete every Friday. 

The children will be recapping the Phase 2 and 3 

sounds and use these to write words and sentences. 

Please remind your child to read their work back to 

check it makes sense. This will support them in 

becoming independent writers and develop the ability 

to correct their work. 

Please continue your child to write a sentence each 

day following the letter sent out before half term. 

This will support them in reaching the Early Learning 

Goal for Writing when assessed in June.  

I will continue to check the children’s Mathletics 

work and add tasks as and when they complete them.  

Topic 

This half term our topic is ‘Pirates and 

Mermaids’. The children were very interested 

in this topic when we discussed ideas in our 

circle time as well as many children writing 

about this in their sound books.  

Before half term we began to share ideas on 

what we might need in a Pirate area. We 

decided to make a pirate ship. The children 

looked closely at some pictures to decide what 

we needed and what things should look like. We 

set to work painting our Pirate ship and flag. 

Many children worked together to make a 

treasure chest and a cannon ready to add to 

the ship.  

 

Spring Term 2 2017 

Ways to Help 

Where possible you could support your child in accessing the websites suggested above to support them in their Literacy and Mathematics. We would really like 

parents to contribute to their child’s profile so at the end of the year the profile reflects the child’s whole learning journey and not just their learning at school. Some 

examples of ways you could contribute- photos of the children on holiday or on their birthday you could include comments about what they enjoyed or what they did, 

pictures the children have drawn at home, comments about what a child has done e.g. helped a brother or sister to do up their coat, learning to ride a bike, singing 

songs e.t.c Please include a date on these so we can put them at the right point in their profile. 

http://cotswoldbreedersassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Hann_lamb.jpg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=st+josephs+catholic+primary+school+wetherby&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=EP1xncioK6CDaM&tbnid=iii5NypzaeJxjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stjosephswetherby.com%2Fschool%2Fmission-statement-2%2F&ei=KPMPUbbFOKjT0QXCkoDgDA&bvm=bv.41867550,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFvlZXysJ4iHscRHH3gUSU8r0bhBA&ust=1360086171760995
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