
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RE 

This half term we will be learning about God’s Family. As part of this we will be reflecting upon our own families and learning about our role in 

God’s family. We will also learn about how we can show love to God and our families and ways in which we can help one another. We will end the 

topic by focusing upon Jesus’s birth, learning how and why we celebrate at Christmas and give thanks to God for his son.  

 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

This half term we will be focusing on caring for one another and the world we live in. As part of this we will focus on continuing positive 

relationships that have developed in Autumn 1. This will be done through lots of circle time activities in which children have the opportunity to 

give their opinions and ideas, listen to others and further each others thinking. In addition to this we will be focusing upon understanding our 

different emotions and how our actions can effect others. Through this we aim to help the children develop a greater understanding of how 

their emotions can be managed.  

Literacy/ Phonics  

This half term in Literacy we will be looking at a range of different text types and writing in a range of contexts as part of our “How does it work?” topic! 

This will include following clues to find treasure, writing like we are in space, and even helping an alien find its way home! In addition to all this the children 

will begin reading their own reading books and continuing with their Phonics learning. There will also be opportunities for the children to read and write 

within all areas of provision inside and out. For example there are book reviews to complete in the reading corner, deign sheets in the construction area 

and shopping lists in our new home corner. We also have a Literacy Shed outside and plans for an outdoor reading area.  

Mathematics  

This half term we will continue to support children’s knowledge of numbers to 10, looking at number problems towards the end of the half term. We will 

also be focusing upon ordering different items in terms of length and weight before moving on to learning about 2D and 3D shapes, eventually using them 

to make our own robots as part of Robot Week. All this directed learning will be supported in the provision areas where children will have lots of 

opportunities to embed and apply their learning within their play.  

Understanding the World  

This half term we look forward to observing similarities, differences, 

patterns and changes in our natural environment through focusing upon 

how plants grow and how animals live in our natural environment at 

different times of the year. We are also going to have a big focus upon 

family and traditions through our RE learning.  

Our Topic of “How do things work?” will also give the children lots of 

opportunities to ask their own questions, and explore how and why things 

work both in the natural world and as part of ICT.  

 

Topic  

This half term the children have chosen “How do things work?” as their focus topic area. As part of this the children decided they would like to 

focus on the following areas: The Human Body, Animals, Plants, Toys and Space. As part of this we will be learning about keeping our bodies 

healthy, how we can look after animals and our local environment, making our own toys as part of Robot week and exploring how we would feel if 

we went up into space.  

Homework  

In addition to the Letters and Sounds books that your child is already 

bringing home, your child will now also be given two reading books a 

fortnight to read at home and in school. For more information on this 

please see the letter that we sent out on the last Friday before half term. 

We will also soon be setting Mathletics and Spellodrome activities. Further 

information about this will be sent home in the coming weeks along with 

your child’s login and password. We would encourage parents to access this 

regularly with their child. 

Ways to Help  

As always we place a huge emphasis on working in partnership with parents to support your children. Please come in and see us to share information about 

your child- their well-being, development and any questions or concerns you have. If you have any photos, drawings or observations you have made of your 

child (e.g. learning to ride a bike, taking part in swimming lessons, writing their own name or any other weekend activities) please share them with us and 

we will include them in your child’s profile. In particular any observations of your children using Technology would be gratefully received. For example, a 

photograph and some brief notes on what your child is doing on either an electrical tablet, computer, or technology based toy.  
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Important Days 

PE  

The children will have PE with Total Sports on Tuesday and Friday. 

Children will need their outdoor PE kit. (Blue St Joseph’s t-shirt and 

shorts or jogging bottoms and trainers). The children can wear a St 

Joseph’s hoodie for outdoor PE.  

Golden book Assembly  

Thursday Afternoon at 2:35pm. 

 Parents are welcome to attend and will be informed by text if their 

child is in the Golden Book. 
 


